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712.00  HAND RAILS (SSHC Section 716) 
 
712.01  DESCRIPTION 

 
A. This work shall consist of furnishing and erecting all steel or ornamental handrail and all 

miscellaneous hardware such as anchor bolts, capacity plates, and splices. 
 
712.02  MATERIAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
A. Handrails shall conform to the horizontal and vertical curves specified in the plans.  Posts 

shall be set normal to the top of the curb, except when otherwise noted in the plans or 
special provisions. 

 
712.03  CONSTRUCTION METHODS 
 
A. Ornamental Handrail 

 
 1. Care must be taken in storing, handling, and erecting ornamental handrail so as not 

to permanently mar or injure the finish on the post and rail elements.  Aluminum 
ornamental handrail which is to be stored in the open should be removed from the 
cardboard cartons since cartons may stain the handrail when they become wet and 
considerable effort is required to remove these stains. 

 
 2. Ornamental handrail inspection is not generally waived at the fabrication plant even if 

small quantities are involved.  If the Project Manager does not have a copy of a shop 
inspection report on file indicating inspected material, the material should be 
inspected by Materials and Research Division.  If there is a question of whether the 
material has been inspected or not, the Materials and Research Division should be 
contacted for clarification. 

 
 3. The Project Manager should make a visual check of the handrail before placing it in 

the structure.  In the case of aluminum tubing, "carbon streaks" that develop in the 
manufacturing process are not cause for rejection.  However, the carbon streaks 
should be limited to one 90-degree segment of the surface of any rail.  Particular 
attention is necessary at the time of erection.  Tubing should be placed in the bridge 
railing in such a manner that the carbon streaks are not visible to traffic. 
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