N ews Nebraska Department of Roads

Website: www.dor.state.ne.us State Headquarters
1500 Highway 2

Lincoln, NE 68502-5480
Communication Office: (402)479-4512

September 4, 2007
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Information Open House Sept. 19 for Improvements to Link 51C at Paxton

The Nebraska Department of Roads will hold an Information Open House on
Wednesday, September 19, regarding three alternatives for possible location of a highway
viaduct at Paxton. The open house will be held from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. MDT, at the Community
Center, 207 North Oak St., in Paxton.

The proposed viaduct would carry traffic on Nebraska Link 51C over the Union Pacific
Railroad tracks. Three alignment alternatives are under consideration for Link 51C. Potential
alignments involve two alternatives west of the existing at-grade rail crossing and one
alternative east of the existing crossing. Not constructing a viaduct also is an alternative under
consideration.

The proposed alignment farthest west has been identified as the preferred alignment.
Construction of that alternative would not require acquisition of any homes. Construction of
either of the other two proposed alignments would require residential acquisitions.

Purchase of additional land as highway right-of-way would be required for construction
of any of the three alternatives. Construction may impact wetland areas and mitigation may be
required.

Upon construction of a viaduct at Paxton, the existing at-grade highway rail crossing
must be closed. Segments of the existing Link 51C may be relinquished to the village and to
Keith County upon completion of any new highway alignment.

Personnel from the Department of Roads will be available to visit one-on-one about the
project. Displays will be available for public inspection, and NDOR personnel will receive
comments and questions. No formal presentation is planned.

Preliminary plans will be available for review at the NDOR Planning and Project
Development Division, 1400 Highway 2, in Lincoln.

#NDOR#

Contact:

Steve McBeth, Planning and Project Development Division, Lincoln, (402) 479-4417.
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