
 
March 1, 2007 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Board Welcomes New Member, Recognizes Outgoing Member and 
Elects Officers 

 The Board of Public Roads Classifications and Standards welcomed new member 

Richard (Dick) Pierce at its February 16, 2007 meeting. 

 Pierce is Chairman of the Buffalo County Board of Supervisors.  He was appointed 

recently by Governor Dave Heineman. 

 Outgoing member Tim Schram of Gretna was recognized for his distinguished service, 

at the December 15, 2006 meeting. 

 Officers elected for 2007 were Gene Acklie of Fremont, Chairman; and Jim Bauer of 

Beatrice, Vice Chairman. 

 The board oversees annual construction planning and fiscal reporting for state and local 

highways, roads and streets, as well as the application of minimum design, construction and 

maintenance standards for functional classifications (categories) of public roadways.  The 

standards ensure that each segment can safely handle the traffic pattern and volume it is 

expected to carry, as part of a policy enacted in 1969 to provide for the efficient management, 

operation and control of an integrated system of state and local highways, roads and streets. 

 Programs administered by the board are: 

• One and six year plans for highway, road and street improvements 

• Standardized System of Annual Budget and Fiscal Reporting (SSAR) for highway, 

road and street programs. 

• State aid bridge funds prioritization 

 The board’s eleven members serve four-year terms and are appointed by the governor, 

subject to confirmation by the Legislature. 
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 Two members represent NDOR; three members represent counties of various 

populations; three represent municipalities of various populations; and three lay citizens 

represent each congressional district. 

 Additional information about the board is available at the Nebraska Department of 

Roads, Government Affairs Division website, 

www.nebraskatransportation.org/gov-aff/index.htm. 

 The roster of the members of the board also is provided. 

#NDOR# 

Below: 

 - Roster of the board 

For additional information contact: 
LeMoyne Schulz (402) 479-4436 
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STATE OF NEBRASKA 
BOARD OF PUBLIC ROADS CLASSIFICATIONS AND STANDARDS 

  Term 
Members, Town Responsibility Expires Representation 
 
Department of Roads Representatives (2) 
Richard J. Ruby, Lincoln NDOR 11-3-07 NDOR 
Arthur B. Yonkey, Lincoln NDOR 11-30-09 NDOR 
 
County Representatives (3) 
Henry R. Thieman, Petersburg Boone County 11-3-07 Class 1 or 2 
    Commissioner     County 
 
Barbara J. Keegan, Alliance Box Butte County 11-30-09 Class 3 or 4 
    Highway Supt.     County 
 
Richard L. Pierce, Miller Buffalo County 11-3-07 Class 5, 6 or 7 
    Supervisor     County 
 
Municipality Representatives (3) 
Gene R. Acklie, Fremont City Street Supt., 11-30-09 Pop. Less than 2,500 
    Village of Terrytown 
 
James W. Bauer, Beatrice Public Works Director, 11-3-07 Pop. 2,500-50,000 
    Beatrice 
 
Henry T. Vieregger, Omaha former Public Works 11-3-07 Pop. Over 50,000 
    Director, Omaha 
 
Lay Citizen Representatives (3) 
Dean T. Lux, North Bend Lay Citizen 11-30-09 Congressional 
      District 1 
 
Edward R. Wootton, Sr., Lay Citizen 11-3-07 Congressional 
   Bellevue      District 2 
 
Darold E. Tagge, Holdrege Lay Citizen 11-30-07 Congressional  
      District 3 
 
The eleven members are appointed by the Governor to four-year terms.  Two shall be 
representatives of the Department of Roads, three shall be representatives of the counties, one of 
whom shall be a licensed county highway superintendent and two of whom shall be county board 
members in the following manner:  one shall be from either a Class 1 or Class 2 county; one shall be 
from either a Class 3 or Class 4 county; and one shall be from either a Class 5, Class 6 or Class 7 
county.  The three municipal members shall be either public works directors or licensed city street 
superintendents and shall represent municipalities of the following sizes by population: one shall be 
from a municipality of less than 2,500 population; one from a municipality of 2,500 to 50,000 
population; and one shall be from a municipality of over 50,000 population.  Three lay citizens shall 
represent the three congressional districts of the state. (39-2106 Neb. Rev. Stat.) 
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March 6, 2007 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Work to Begin on Highway 50 

 Work is scheduled to begin the week of March 12, on Highway 50, beginning at the 

junction of Highways 34 and 50, and running north for 7 miles to the junction of Highways 50 

and 1, according to the Nebraska Department of Roads. 

 Work consists of concrete patching, culvert extensions, pavement widening, shoulder 

work, and reconstruction of the bridge just south of the Weeping Water Spur.  The bridge will be 

reduced to one lane and controlled by traffic signals.  The remainder of Highway 50 will remain 

open to two lane traffic, with work sites being controlled by flaggers and pilot cars. 

 Constructors, Inc., of Lincoln, has the $10,894,724 contract for this work.  Work is 

anticipated to be completed in Fall 2008. 

 The project manager for this project is Don Hitzeman of Tecumseh.  Motorists are urged 

to drive safely and are reminded that speeding fines double in construction zones. 

#NDOR# 

Contact: 
Don Hitzeman in Tecumseh, (402) 335-4131 
S-50-2(1020) 
 
NR467 




