
 
March 4, 2004 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Information Open House March 18 for Improvements to Highway 12 near Niobrara 
 The Nebraska Department of Roads will hold an Information Open House on Thursday, 

March 18, regarding reconstruction and resurfacing along several segments of Nebraska 

Highway 12 near Niobrara.  The open house will be held from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m., at the WFLA Hall, 

Spruce and Park Avenue, in Niobrara. 

 The proposed project in Knox County involves constructing almost 11 miles of new two-lane 

roadway just south of the existing highway.  The highway grade will be raised to reduce flood and 

backwater damage to the road. 

 The first segment of reconstruction begins just east of the Verdel turnoff and ends at 

Medicine Creek west of Niobrara.  The second segment of reconstruction begins just east of 

Niobrara and ends at the Santee Sioux Indian Reservation. 

 Construction will include grading, surfacing, culverts, bridges and county road intersections.  

The completed highway will have shoulders, of which two feet will be surfaced. 

 Roadside construction for channel stabilization is proposed for a segment of highway west of 

Niobrara, between the Morman Canal and the Niobrara River.  About 1-½ miles of Nebraska 12 will 

be resurfaced on the reservation, beginning where the reconstruction project ends and ending at the 

community of Santee. 

 The project will be constructed under traffic.  Traffic will be routed on temporary roadways 

around work zones during some phases of construction. 

 Private property must be acquired for highway right-of-way in the areas where the driving 

lanes and roadsides will be reconstructed.  Construction will impact wetland areas and mitigation will 

be required.  Replacement wetlands will be established along the project or at a wetlands mitigation 

banksite. 

 Personnel from the Department of Roads will be available to visit one-on-one about the 

project.  Displays will be available for public inspection, and NDOR personnel will receive comments 

and questions.  No formal presentation is planned. 

 Preliminary plans developed by the Nebraska Department of Roads are available for public 

inspection at the NDOR District 3 Office, 408 N. 13th Street, in Norfolk, and at the Roadway Design 

Division, 1500 Highway 2, in Lincoln. 

#NDOR# 
 
For additional information contact: 
Lonnie Huebert, Roadway Design Division in Lincoln, (402) 479-3934. 
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March 5, 2004 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Work Scheduled To Begin On Highways 8 & 112 
 Work is scheduled to begin at two locations on Highway 8 and one on Highway 112 

according to the Nebraska Department of Roads.  Work on the Odell East & West project will 

begin on March 29 from the N-112 junction to the Gage/Jefferson County line.  Work on the 

Liberty Spur – East project will begin April 5 from Spur S-34A to the N-8 and N-99 junction.  The 

Odell Southwest project is located from the N-8 junction south to the State Line on Highway 112 

and will begin later this year. 

 Constructors Inc. of Lincoln has the $3,989,062 contracts for bridges, culverts, patching, 

milling and asphalt overlays. 

 Work will begin on the bridges located east and west of Odell beginning March 29.  

Local traffic accessing Odell will be routed on Highway 8 west of Odell and will have access into 

Odell via a shoofly on the west edge of Odell.  Through traffic on Highway 8 will be detoured via 

N-112, US-136 and N-103.  The bridges are scheduled to be re-opened August 14 to normal 

2-lane – 2-way traffic.  The remaining milling and asphalt overlay will be constructed under 

traffic with flaggers and pilot vehicles. 

 The Liberty Spur – East project will be constructed under traffic with flaggers and pilot 

vehicles.  A box culvert located approximately 2 miles west of the N-8 and N-99 junction will be 

constructed in phases to facilitate one lane traffic at this location.  There will be a restriction on 

overwidth traffic for this project. 

 The Odell Southwest project will be constructed under traffic with flaggers and pilot 

vehicles. 

 Motorists should watch for reduced speed limits in work zones and construction vehicles 

entering and leaving the highway.  The public is also reminded that fines are doubled for 

speeding in work zones. 

 Work is anticipated to be completed in November.  The project manager for these 

projects is Mike Habegger at the Tecumseh office. 

#NDOR# 

For additional information contact: 
Mike Habegger in Tecumseh at (402) 335-4131 

EACSTPD-8-6 (113), RD-8-7 (1010) and PEP-112-1 (1003) 
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