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Corridor Objectives — Landscape Region “C”

Landscape Region “C” contains a large area of Biologically Unique Landscapes that will
influence construction and landscape treatments in this corridor.

Metropolitan Corridor

This corridor type is not used in this region at this time.

Community Edge and Center Corridors

Landscape Region “C” presents a great diversity of communities for these corridor types. The
potential for future regulation of water quality from stormwater runoff may be a concern. Traffic
calming and maintaining community identity are primary corridor concerns.

Rural Interstate/Expressway Corridor

Within Landscape Region “C” this corridor type runs parallel to the Platte River through a portion
of the river that is the primary staging area of the sandhills crane migration. The central Platte
River is designated as critical habitat for the threatened and endangered species of whooping
cranes and piping plover in this region. This corridor remains the primary long distance and
higher travel speed route.

Rural Highway Corridor

Much of the area adjacent to this corridor is crop ground, range land or pasture. The biologically
unique landscape described as the Rainwater Basin West (in the southern part of this region)
contains scattered wetlands identified as waterfowl habitat important to the annual spring
migration of ducks, geese and shorebirds and other species. A second biologically unique
landscape described as the Central Loess Hills (in the north central part of this region) is mixed
grass prairie with scattered playa wetlands that are used by the whooping cranes during
migration. Highways going through these landscapes need to recognize these issues. This
highway corridor is also important for wildlife as a passage between these areas and areas of
heavier crop use as well as providing some habitat. Selected plantings may be used to improve
safer movement for specific species and keep them away from the roadways. Techniques to
help prevent monotony and control blowing snow are important in this region for this corridor

type.
Scenic Corridor

Within Landscape Region “C” there are portions of 4 designated scenic highways. Each of these
routes has a unique character to be maintained

The overriding landscape objective in this corridor type is to preserve the existing views and
scenic qualities that brought rise to the scenic designation. All work within these corridors
should be in context with the adjacent surroundings.

Screening of objectionable views needs to be strongly considered in this corridor type, along
with the framing of special views.
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Typical Plant Species for Use in Landscape Region “C”

The listings to follow are recommendations of native species of plant material for use in this
landscape region. This list is expected to broaden as the demand for additional native species
increases in the future. Micro-climates within Region “C” strongly influence appropriate
locations for shrubs and trees.

Shrubs

Botanical Name Common Name
Amelanchier alnifolia Saskatoon Serviceberry
Amorpha fruticosa False Indigo
Cornus racemosa* Gray Dogwood
Cornus sericea Redosier Dogwood
Juniperus communis Prostate Juniper
Prunus americana American Plum
Prunus besseyi Western Sandcherry
Prunus virginiana Common Chokecherry
Rhus trilobata Skunkbush Sumac
Ribes aureum Golden Current
Ribes odoratum Clove Current
Rosa arkansana Arkansas Rose
Rosa woodsii Woods Rose
Salix exigua Sandbar Willow
Sambucus canadensis* Elderberry
Shepherdia argentea Silver Buffaloberry
Symphoricarpos orbiculatus* Coralberry
Symphoricarpos albus* Common Snowberry
Symphoricarpos occidentalis Western Snowberry
Viburnum lentago* Nannyberry

*Indicates limited to very eastern part of Region “C”

Trees

Botanical Name Common Name
Acer negundo Boxelder
Acer saccharinum* Silver Maple
Celtis occidentalis Hackberry
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green Ash
Gleditsia tricanthos* (limited use) | Honeylocust
Gymnocladus dioicus* Kentucky Coffeetree
Juglans nigra* Black Walnut
Populus deltoides Eastern Cottonwood
Populus tremuloides Quaking Aspen
Quercus macrocarpa Bur Oak
Salix amygdeloides Peach Leaf Willow
Salix nigra* Black Willow
Tilia americana* American Linden
Ulmus americana American Elm

*Indicates limited to very eastern part of Region “C”
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Grasses

Botanical Name

Common Name

Andropogon gerardii

Big Bluestem

Bouteloua curtipendula

Sideoats Grama

Bouteloua gracilis Blue Grama
Buchloe dactyloides Buffalograss
Calamagrostis canadensis Bluejoint

Calamovilfa longifolia

Prairie Sandreed

Elymus canadensis

Canada Wildrye

Elymus lanceolatus

Thickspike

Elymus trachycaulus

Wheatgrass

Elymus virginicus

Virginia Wildrye

Koeleria macrantha

Prairie Junegrass

Panicum virgatum

Switchgrass

Pascopyrum smithii

Western Wheatgrass

Schizachyrium scoparium

Little Bluestem

Sorghastrum nutans

Indiangrass

Spartina pectinata

Prairie Cordgrass

Sedges

Botanical Name

Common Name

Carex brevior

Fescue Sedge

Carex gravida

Heavy Sedge

Legumes

Botanical Name

Common Name

Amorpha canescens

Leadplant

Astragalus canadensis

Canadian Milkvetch

Chamaecrista fasciculata®

Partridge Pea

Dalea candida

White Prairie Clover

Dalea purpurea

Purple Prairie Clover

Desmanthus illinoensis

Illinois Bundleflower

Lespedeza capitata

Roundhead Lespedeza

*No farther west than Buffalo County
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Wildflowers

Botanical Name

Common Name

Achillea millefolium Yarrow
Anemone canadensis Canada Anemone
Antennaria parvifolia Pussy-toes

Asclepias tuberosa

Butterfly Milkweed

Aster novae-angliae

New England Aster

Callirhoe involucrata

Purple Poppy Mallow

Cleome serrulata

Rocky Mountain Bee

Echinacea angustifolia

Black Samson

Galillardia pulchella

Indian Blanket

Gaura coccinea

Scarlet Gaura

Helianthus maximiliani

Maximilian Sunflower

Helianthus pauciflorus

Stiff Sunflower

Liatris lancifolia

Lanceleaf Blazing Star

Liatris punctata

Dotted Blazing Star

Liatris pychnostachya

Thickspike Gayfeather

Linum lewisii

Blue Flax

Monarda fistulosa

Wild Bergamot

Oligoneuron rigidum Stiff Goldenrod
Penstemon grandiflorus Shell-leaf Penstemon
Ratibida columnifera Upright Prairie
Ratibida columnifera Red Hat

Rosa arkansana Prairie Rose

Rudbeckia hirta

Black-eyed Susan

Rudbeckia laciniata

Golden Glow

Senecio plattensis

Prairie Ragwort

Solidago missouriensis

Missouri Goldenrod

Sphaeralcea coccinea

Scarlet Globemallow

Tradescantia bracteata

Long Bract Spiderwort

Verbena hastata

Blue Vervain

Vernonia baldwinii

Western lIronweed
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